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Temporarily	
  suspension	
  of	
  participation	
  
from	
  the	
  United	
  Nationalities	
  Federal	
  Council	
  (UNFC)	
  

	
  
	
  
	
   Effective	
  Sunday,	
  31	
  August	
  2014,	
  the	
  Karen	
  National	
  Union	
  (KNU)	
  has	
  temporarily	
  
suspended	
   its	
   participation	
   in	
   the	
   United	
   Nationalities	
   Federal	
   Council	
   (UNFC).	
   	
   The	
   KNU	
  
Central	
   Standing	
   Committee	
   will	
   determine	
   whether	
   or	
   not	
   the	
   KNU	
   will	
   withdraw	
   from	
  
UNFC.	
   	
  Until	
   this	
  decision	
   is	
   final,	
  KNU	
  will	
  not	
  participate	
   in	
  UNFC	
  meetings,	
  activities,	
  or	
  
decision-­‐making	
  events.	
  
	
  
	
   This	
  decision	
  followed	
  a	
  week	
  of	
  discussions	
  amongst	
  leaders	
  of	
  UNFC’s	
  members	
  at	
  
the	
  UNFC	
  Congress.	
  	
  “The	
  KNU	
  objects	
  to	
  the	
  UNFC	
  holding	
  decision-­‐making	
  authority	
  over	
  
its	
  members,”	
   explained	
   Saw	
   Tah	
  Doh	
  Moo.	
   	
   “We	
   believe	
   that	
  UNFC	
   should	
   operate	
   as	
   a	
  
collaborative	
  forum	
  for	
  members	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  identify	
  and	
  resolve	
  common	
  interests	
  
and	
   problems,	
   not	
   as	
   a	
   sovereign	
   organization	
   that	
   can	
   make	
   decisions	
   and	
   implement	
  
directives	
  that	
  its	
  members	
  must	
  follow.”	
  
	
  
	
   “Karen	
  policy	
  has	
  been	
  based	
  on	
   the	
   tenet	
   that	
   the	
  Karen	
  people	
  will	
  decide	
   their	
  
own	
  political	
  destiny,”	
  stated	
  P’doh	
  Kwe	
  Htoo	
  Win,	
  the	
  KNU	
  General	
  Secretary.	
  	
  “We	
  will	
  not	
  
give	
  that	
  authority	
   to	
  another	
  organization	
  or	
  people.	
   	
  This	
   isn’t	
  something	
  new	
  –	
  this	
  has	
  
been	
  a	
  guiding	
  principle	
  in	
  Karen	
  politics	
  since	
  Saw	
  Ba	
  U	
  Gyi’s	
  presidency	
  in	
  the	
  late	
  1940s.”	
  	
  	
  
	
  
	
   KNU	
  delegates	
  will	
  meet	
  with	
  the	
  KNU	
  Central	
  Standing	
  Committee	
  in	
  the	
  upcoming	
  
weeks,	
   and	
   the	
   Central	
   Standing	
   Committee	
   will	
   determine	
   whether	
   or	
   not	
   the	
   KNU	
   will	
  
retain	
  its	
  membership	
  in	
  the	
  UNFC.	
  
	
  
	
   Regardless	
  of	
   its	
   standing	
   in	
   the	
  UNFC,	
   the	
  KNU	
  will	
   continue	
   to	
  work	
  with	
  all	
   the	
  
ethnic	
  armed	
  groups,	
   including	
  the	
  Nationwide	
  Ceasefire	
  Coordinating	
  Team	
  (NCCT),	
  which	
  
was	
  formed	
  by	
  the	
  16	
  ethnic	
  armed	
  organizations	
  to	
  negotiate	
  with	
  the	
  Union	
  Peacemaking	
  
Work	
   Committee.	
   	
   “The	
   KNU	
   continues	
   to	
   strongly	
   support	
   ethnic	
   cooperation	
   and	
  
coordination,	
   and	
   the	
   KNU	
   will	
   continue	
   to	
   work	
   with	
   all	
   ethnic	
   armed	
   organizations,	
  
political	
   parties,	
   pro-­‐democracy	
   organizations,	
   and	
   civil	
   society	
   to	
   attain	
   a	
   nationwide	
  
ceasefire,	
   political	
   dialogue	
   with	
   all	
   stakeholders,	
   and	
   a	
   just	
   and	
   lasting	
   peace	
   in	
  
Burma/Myanmar,”	
   stated	
   Chairman	
   Saw	
   Mutu	
   Sae	
   Poe.	
   	
   “The	
   decision	
   to	
   suspend	
   our	
  
participation	
   in	
  UNFC	
  resulted	
  strictly	
  from	
  our	
  disagreement	
  over	
  sovereignty	
  of	
  decision-­‐
making	
  authority.”	
  
	
  
	
   Furthermore,	
   leaders	
   insist,	
   this	
  will	
   not	
   affect	
   the	
   timeline	
   of	
   the	
   peace	
   process.	
  	
  
The	
  KNU	
  will	
  continue	
  its	
  representation	
  in	
  the	
  NCCT,	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  other	
  ethnic	
  armed	
  
organizations	
  on	
  the	
  collective	
  Nationwide	
  Ceasefire	
  Agreement	
  (NCA).	
  	
  “The	
  KNU	
  does	
  not	
  



intend	
   to	
   sign	
   a	
   separate	
   nationwide	
   ceasefire	
   accord	
   with	
   the	
   Myanmar	
   government,”	
  
emphasized	
  Chairman	
  Saw	
  Mutu	
  Sae	
  Poe.	
   	
  “The	
  NCCT	
  will	
  continue	
  to	
  negotiate	
  the	
  terms	
  
of	
   the	
  NCA,	
  and	
  when	
  ethnic	
  armed	
  organizations	
  are	
  ready	
  to	
  sign	
  the	
  NCA,	
   then	
  we	
  will	
  
move	
  forward	
  together.”	
  
 

	
  
	
  
Central	
  Executive	
  Committee	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Karen	
  National	
  Union	
  

	
  
	
  
Contact:	
  
P’doh	
  Saw	
  Kwe	
  Htoo	
  Win	
  	
   (+66)	
  81-­‐8076279	
  
P’doh	
  Saw	
  Tah	
  Doh	
  Moo	
   (+66)	
  85-­‐2737966	
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2014 ckESpf =o*kwfv 31 &ufwGif/ autJef,l-u&iftrsKd;om;tpnf;t&kH;onf nDnGwfaom 
wdkif;&if;om;vlrsKd;rsm; z,f'&,faumifpD UNFC tzGJ@tpnf;twGif; yg0ifr_tm; ,m,D&yfqdkif;cJhyg 
onf? autJef,l-u&iftrsKd;om;tpnf;t&kH;.A[dkt+rJwrf;aumfrwDwGif tzGJ@tpnf;rS EkwfxGuf 
a&; odk@r[kwf qufvufyg0ifa&;twGuf tqkH;tjzwfjyKvkyfoGm;rnfjzpfygonf? TqkH;jzwfcsuf 
csjyD;onftxd autJef,l-u&iftrsKd;om;tpnf;t&kH;taejzifh UNFC . tpnf;ta0;rsm;/ v_yf&Sm; 
r_rsm;ESihf qkH;jzwfcsufcsrSwfjcif; ponfhvkyfief;rsm;wGifyg0ifjcif;jyKrnfr[kwfyg? 

TqkH;jzwfcsufonf UNFC nDvmcHtwGif; tzGJ@0iftzGJ@tpnf;rsm;t}um; wpfywfwmaqG; 
aEG;nSdE_dif;csdefwGif&v'ftjzpfxGufay:vmjcif;jzpfonf? ‘autJef,ltaejzifh UNFC u tzGJ@0iftzGJ@t 
pnf;awGtay:rSm qkH;jzwfcsufcsay;wJhtm%mcsKyfudkifxm;r_udk uef@uGufygonf’ [k y'dkapmwm'dkrl; 
u &Sif;jycJhygonf? ‘uGsefawmfwdk@ ,kH}unfwmuawmh UNFC onftzGJ@0iftzGJ@tpnf;rsm;tm;vkH; 
qdkif&m bkHtusKd;pD;yGm;eJ@ jy\emrsm;udk azmfxkwfajz&Sif;&ef vma&mufawG@qkHyl;aygif;aqmif&Gufonfh 
qkH&yfzdk&rfjzpfoifhjyD;/ tzGJ@0iftzGJ@tpnf;rsm;tm;vkH; vdkufemtaumiftxnfazmfvkyfaqmif&rnfh 
qkH;jzwfcsufawG/ nGef}um;csufawGcsrSwfay;wJhtcsKyftjcmtm%mydkiftzGJ@tpnf;rsKd; rjzpfoifhyg 
a}umif;’ [ky'dkapmwm'dkrl;uajym}um;cJhygonf? 

‘u&ifvlrsKd;. tajccHxm;wJhrluawmh u&ifhEdkifiHa&;uH}uRmudk u&ifvlrsKd;u zefwD;jcif;jzpf 
ygonf’[k autJef,ltwGif;a&;rSL;csKyf y'dkapmuG,fxl;0if;utwnfjyKajymqdkcJhygonf? u|efawmfwdk@ 
vkyfydkifcGifhtm%mudk b,ftzGJ@tpnf;/ b,fyk~dKvfwpfOD;wpfa,mufudkrSay;rSmr[kwfygbl;’ [kajym 
}um;cJhygonf? 

autJef,l-u&iftrsKd;om;tpnf;t&kH;rSudk,fpm;vS,frsm;onf vmrnfh &ufoWywfrsm;t 
wGif; autJef,l A[kdtjrJwrf;aumfrwDrsm;ESifhtpnf;ta0; usif;yjyKvkyfrnfjzpfygonf? autJef,l 
A[dktjrJwrf;aumfrwDu autJef,lonf UNFC wGif tzGJ@0iftzGJ@tpnf;tjzpfqufvufyg0ifa&; 
odk@r[kwf ryg0ifa&;twGuf tqkH;tjzwfjyKvkyfrnfjzpfygonf? 

autJef,l. UNFC wGif&yfwnfr_qdkif&m rnfIrnfykHjzpfapumrl autJef,ltaejzifh wdkif;&if; 
om;vufeufudkiftzGJ@tpnf; 16 zGJ@ESifhpkaygif;zGJ@pnf;xm;aomwpfEdkifiHvkH; typftcwf&yfpJa&;qdkif&m 
yl;aygif;nSdE_dif;a&;tzGJ@  (Nationwide Ceasefire Coordinating Team) tygt0if wdkif;&if;om;vufeuf 
udkiftzGJ@tpnf;tm;vkH;jzifh yl;aygif;Ijynfaxmifpkjidrf;csrf;a&;azmfaqmifr_ vkyfief;aumfrwD ( Union 
Peace Making Work Committee) ESifhaqG;aEG;nSdE_dif;r_udk qufvufvkyfudkfifaqmif&GufoGm;rnfjzpfonf? 
‘autJef,ltaejzifhwdkif;&if;om;yl;aygif;aqmif&Guf&ufa&;ESifh wdkif;&if;om;pnf;vkH;nDnGwfa&;udk 



qufvuftaxmuftyhHjyKvkyfaqmifoGm;rnfjzpfygonf?’ autJef,ltaejzifhwdkif;&if;om; vufeuf 
udkiftzGJ@tpnf;tm;vkH;/ EdkifiHa&;ygwDrsm;/ 'Drdkua&pDajymif;vJr_ vkdvm;aomtzGJ@tpnf;rsm;/ vlxk 
tajcjyKtzGJ@tpnf;rsm;ESifhyl;aygif;jyD; oufqdkifolrsm; (Stakeholders) tm;vkH;ESifhwpfEdkifiHvkH; typf 
tcwf&yfpJa&;/ EdkifiHa&;awG@qkHaqG;aEG;a&;/ w&m;r#wr_eJ@jrefrmEdkifiHwGif; a&&SnfwnfwHhcdkif+rJaom 
jidrf;csrf;a&;&&Sda&;udk }udK;yrf;oGm;rnfjzpfygonf’ [lI autJef,l OUXapmrlwl;ap;zdk;u twnfjyK 
ajym}um;cJhygonf? ‘'Dvkd UNFC twGif; u|efawmfwdk@yg0ifjcif;udk&yfqdkif;xm;&wJh t"du ta}umif; 
&if;uawmh qkH;jzwfcsufcsrSwfr_ydkif;qdkif&mtajccHtay:rSmoabmrwlnD=ujcif;a}umifhjzpfygonf?’ 
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